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Karl Kautsky and the Theory of Non-historical
Nations in the Case of the Czech Question

KATSUMATA, Akio

Abstract

It is well known that Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels did not support the nationalist movement of
the small nations such as the Czechs and the Southern Slavs during the Revolution of 1848. If their
negative attitude toward the national liberation movement of the so-called non-historical nations
stemmed from the philosophical foundation of Marxism, Karl Kautsky, one of their successors and the
most influential theoretician of the next generation of the Marxists, must have taken over this attitude
from his masters. Actually, he failed to criticise theoretically the notorious theory of non-historical
nations and he reproduced it in his essay of 1887. He could not propose Marxist politics to solve the
nationality conflicts in the Habsburg Monarchy and could only borrow the national autonomy from
Frantisek Palacky, the Czech nationalist leader in the revolution of 1848. Nevertheless, during the
World War I, he vindicated the right of self-determination of nations against the imperialism, which

included partly a criticism at the theory of non-historical nations.
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